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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


NEW TRYPANOSOMIASIS TEST TO BE USED IN THREE NATIONS 
Dar es Salaam DAILY NEWS in English 28 Oct 81 p 3 
[Article by Attilio Tangalile] 


|Text] A simple diagnosis to determine whether a person has sleeping sickness 
has been developed and would soon be practised in Ivory Coast, Congo and Zaire. 


The test, developed by scientists this year, is a simple device which does not 
need a technical person to operate it and gives results on the spot. 


The test, made of a card, involves the spreading of a small drop of a person's 
blood on the card and after three minutes, it gives positive or negative results. 


The secretary to the Steering Committee on African Trypanosomiasis, Ndugu Felix 
Kuzoe told SHIHATA in an exclusive interview that after getting positive results, 
the person could immediately be put on a treatment course. 


He said once the test proved reliable, it would be given to rural community 
health workers in the villages to conduct diagnosis on people suspected to have 
sleeping sickness. 


The Geneva based secretary noted that the test is cheaper and could be a short 
cut te the long, tortuous microscopic method. 


He observed that in the microscopic method, one could end up getting say positive 
results long after the person had left, hence complicating the situation. 


‘ec explained that the World Health Organisation (WHO) was presently aiming at 
developing simple and cheap methods of protecting man from the menace posed by 


sleeping sickness. 


Ndugu Kuzoe said it was unfortunate that research into tropical diseases, includ- 


ing sleeping sickness, had gone down tremendously in the last ten years. 
He pointed out that the downward trend in research had led to the increase, 
especially in sleeping sickness, in the Ivory Coast, Sudan and Uganda, adding 


that in the latter country alone there were presently 10,000 people suffering 
from sleeping sickness. 

















He said it was basically because of this downward trend in research that WHO in 
conjunction with the World Bank and the U«WJP in 1977 set up a special programme 
geared at reviving research in the sector with a view to eliminating the diseases. 


He noted that the trypanosomiasis research programme was presently consuming 


1.7 million dollars per annum and there were prospects of aising the sum to 
combat the diseases. 


CSO: 5400/5661 











CONGO 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES VACCINATION CAMPAIGN--The members of the Lions Club of Pointe-Noire will 
administer tomorrow 3,000 measles vaccines to young children. This entirely free 
activity will be carried out in collaboration with the medical directorate of 
Kouilou Region and the major endemic diseases services. The campaign is oeing 
conducted at the right time since with the return of the rains from October to 
May this deadly disease will reoccur shortly. [Brazzaville MWETI in French 

10 Oct 81 p 4] 


CSO: 5400/5676 




















INDIA 


RIS< IN JAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS DEATHS NOTED 





New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Oct 81 p 5 


|\Text] Deaths due to Japanese Encephalitis (JE) is showing an upward trend, 
reports PTI quoting the Directorate of National Malaria Eradication Programme 
(NMEP). 


First reported from Veilore in Tamilnadu and Pondicherry in mid-fifties, JE 
has claimed 1,434 lives in 1980 as against 926 lives in 1979 NMEP scientists 
Dr S. Pattanayak and his colleagues have reported in the journal of the Indian 
Association for Communicable Diseases. 


In 1980 as many as 3,473 clinical cases of JE were reported from 15 districts 
followed by Bihar (737 cases-17 districts) and Assam (360 cases-six districts). 


The highest fatality rate was in Tripura where 62 out of the 69 persons affected 
died (89.9 per cent) followed by Madhya Pradesh where 72 of 108 persons died 
(66.7 per cent). 


An interesting feature found by scientists was that Assam which had not reported 
any incidence of the disease in 1979 accompanied next year for deaths of 194 
persons out of 360 cases in the State. 


On the other hand Chandigarh which had reported 42 cases (19 died) in 1979 did 
not have any cases next year. 


District wise, Gorakhpur (748) and Deoria (598) in Uttar Pradesh acvounted for 
maximum number of cases in 1980. The number of deaths in these two districts 
were 281 and 174 respectively. 


The scientists said there was a trend towards the establishment of endemicity in 
certain areas in the country. They were Deoria, Gorakhpur and Basti in UP and 
in Burdwan, Birbhum and Bankura in West Bengal. 

In these areas the disease has been confirmed serologically too, they said. 

\ sudden spurt in the incidence of JE has been reported this year in Karnataka. 
Each month about a score of encephalitis cases are being reported in various 


hospitals of Bangalore. Sources at the National Institute of Mental Health and 
Neuro Sciences in Bangalore admit cases of brain fever regularly but they say 


there is no need for any ‘alarm,’ There were 920 JE casee in Karnataka in 
1974 with 223 deaths. In 1980 there were only nine cases and five deaths all 
. rhem in Kolar district. 

CSO: 5400/7012 








INDIA 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES, GASTRIC DISORDERS AMONG EVACUEES--New Delhi, 21 Nov (AFP)--Over 250 tribal 
evacuees, mainly children, from the Chittagong hill tracks of Bangladesh died in 
relief camps in the Indian border state of Tripura during recent days, reports 
reaching here said today. The PTI News Agency quoted officials as saying that measles 
and gastric disorders were taking a heavy toll on the camp children. The Tripura 
Government had rushed emergency medical teams to the evacuee camps, the report said. 
[Text] [Hong Kong AFP in English 1109 GMT 21 Nov 81 BK] 


SCHISTOSOMIASIS IN RATNAGIRI VILLAGE--Bombay, October 10--A rare disease, schisto- 
masis, spread by snails and confined to the Gimvi village on the Ratnagiri coast of 
Maharashtra, is causing concera to state health officials as no drug has yet been 
formulated to contain it. According to the Haffkine Institute, which has conduc- 
ted a survey, the disease can strike the liver, kidney and spleen and even cause 
cancer and brain damage. A notable characteristic of the disease is that blood is 
passed out through the urine. The institute sources said that larvae had been 

sent to research laboratories abroad to determine whether the disease was of human 
Or animal origin, but nothing definite had emerged. It is believed to have been 
introduced in the country by the Egyptians during World War II. The disease is 
said to be prevailing in Gimvi for the last 40 years. The lack of suitable carrier 
snails could probably be one of the reasons why the disease is confined to the vil- 
lage. It is believed that the eggs cavsing the disease are laid inside the human 
urinary bladder and are eventually passed on to a species of snail found in rivers 
and ponds. These are hatched and again enter the human body when the water is 
used. A similar affliction is said to be prevalent in parts of M.P., Kerala, 
Orissa, U.P., Rajasthan and Punjab but the institute sources said there was no 
conclusive evidence to classify it as schistomasis. [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in 
English 11 Oct 81 p 7] 


CSO: 5400/7006 











INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


GASTROENTERITIS IN RIAU-—-Seventeen residents of Indragiri Hilir Regency (Inhil) 
died of gastroenteritis while 317 other victims are still under treatment. The 
Kiau Regional Health Office has also sent aid to localities struck by gastro- 
enteritis. Joint efforts for treatment and medication have been made with Inhil 
Regency government officials. New cases are being given oralit salts while those 
entering the critical stage are being given infusions. Dr Salohot [head of the 
Riau Regional Health said that as of 22 September there were no new cases 
and no more deaths. Sre beginning to calm down,” he told KOMPAS in a 
telephone call. He that the source of gastroenteritis in the Inhil area was 
the drinking weter which in no way meets health standards. The residents use rain 
water or water from small drainge ditches which become wnsanitary and shallow 
during the dry season. Water is hard to find during the dry season. Wells and 
creeks dry up, and the local residents ultimately are left with no choice but to 
use the unsanitary ditches. [Excerpts] [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 28 Sep 81 p 7] 6804 






MALARIA, MEASLES IN PATI RECENCY—Malaria and measles which have been attacking 
children are now beginning to spread to subdistricts of Pati Regency. A SINAR 
HARAPAN source at the Pati General Hospital said measles, in particular, can still 
be handled because almost all children in the early stages of the disease have 
been treated at the public health centers at the Pati General Hospital. Regarding 
the spread of malaria, the source said no spraying has been done to date for 
malaria mosquitoes and, further, victims are resisting treatment. Nevertheless, 
the source said, no one has died of malaria to date. [Excerpts] [Jakarta SINAR 
HARAPAN in Indonesian 18 Sep 81 p 3) 6804 


CSC: 5400/8404 








KENYA 


CHOLERA THREAT ON “’PSWING--The City Council may have to form anti-cholera teams es 
the disease threatens more areas in the citv. A report by the Medical Officer of 
Health on cholera control submitted to the council's Public Health Committee meet- 
ine iast month recommended that anticholera teams be allowed to work overtime on 
weekends and public holidays. This is se as to cover areas in need of protective 
easures. The recommendation was accepted by the Finance Committee at its October 
Jl meeting. The report says eight cases of cholera were discovered in the city be- 
ween September 8 and October 13. Three of the victims were from KFaiyaba Village, 
one from Mathare Valley, another from Korokocho and a sixth from Motela Fstate. 
The other victims were residents of Makongeni Estate and Nairobi West. The report 
added: “All the patients except one hed been to Nyanza Province.” One victim had 
received a visitor from Kisum shortly before noticing the symptoms, it said. All 
the victims were treated at the Infectious Diseases Hospital and anti-cholera mea- 
sures taken at their places of work and homes. [Text] [Nairobi DAILY NATIOW in 
PFnglish 5 Nov 81 p 12] 


"SO: 5400/3672 








LAOS 


BRIEFS 


CHAMPASSAK MALARTA ERADICATION--Since the beginning of this year the medical 
cadres of the malaria office under the Champassak Public Health Sector have 
been determinedly emulating one another in carrying out their specialties. 

They were able to complete, as scheduled, the examination of malaria cases in 

8 districts, where 25 cantons and 35 villages are situated, and 5,030 blood 
tests. Moreover, in conjunction with the efforts provided by the local medi- 
cal cadres from each of these districts, the Champassak medical cadres also 
completed spraying in 10 districts, which include 61 cantons, 776 villages and 
46,305 households; they also dispensed antimalaria medicine to 267,338 recipi- 
ents, and provided treatment to 384 natients at a hospital. In addition, they 
also designated and trained 10 medics to diagnose malaria; provided 14 training 
sessions for hygienic combatants at various production bases; extensively dis- 
seminated techniques of malaria prevention to the villagers to use as guidelines. 
[Text] [Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 5 Jun 81 p 1] 9013 


DISTRICT ANTIMALARIA DRIVE--From the beginning of January to the end of June of 
this year the medical cadres of Vang Vieng District of Vientiane were responsi- 
bly and efficiently serving the people throughout the district. Their achieve- 
ments included: successfully advising 50 households to remove animal pens from 
underneath their homes; spraying DDT in 63 villages using 930 kilograms of DDT; 
dispensing 300,037 antimalarial tablets, examining and providing inoculation 
against malaria to 37,510 villagers; examining and blood-testing for malaria 

in three cantons. In addition, they also provided general medical examinations 
to 24,069 villagers, 16,037 of whom are women; provided medical treatment to 
1,032 patients; gave injections to 12,041 hospital patients; distributed medi- 
cinal tablets and liquid medicine to 16,124 patients; examined 2,539 pregnancies; 
delivered 207 births at a hospital; provided post-natal examinations for 603 
mothers; provided 58 sessions on the subject of mother and child care; gave 
physical examinations to 957 children; treated 2,283 sick children; performed 5 
Caesarean sections, and gave injections to 1l patients. Of these 11 patients, 

7 were successfully treated and were recuperating, 3 required further treatment. 
In addition to dispensing conventional medicine, the medical cadres also provided 
the patients with traditional medicine. Thus, they were able to provide effec- 
tive treatment to a total of 736 patients, 443 of whom wire successfully treated 
and 175 required additional treatment. The cadres also succeeded in preparing 
‘6 kinds of medicine from tree roots, producing 900 kilograms of medicine. They 
distributed 1,563 bunches of medicinal roots, 359 tablets, 54 litres of liquid 
medicine, and 2 kilograms of powdered medicine to the villagers. [Text] 
[Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 11 Jun 81 p 1] 9013 











VIENTIANE MALARIA SUPP’RKRESSION--From the beginning of January to the end of June 
of this year the medical cadres of the malaria suppression office, under the 
Naisaithong Public Health Sector, Vientiane, were determinedly providing malaria 
inoculation and suppression to the population throughout the district. Follow- 
ing the people's actual operation at various production bases, the medical 
cadres completed their DDT spraying in 50 villages, where 1,208 households were 
situated, using 1,365 kilograms of DDT. The cadres also provided preventive 
treatment to 8,063 villagers; dispensed medicine against malaria in 83 villages, 
where 35,333 villagers from 5,985 households were recipients of 75,000 tablets 
of medicine. In addition to their task of malaria suppression, the cadres also 
gave 56 sessions to educate 2,965 villagers in techniques of malaria prevention 
and malaria-carrier control. [Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 11 Jun 81 
p 1} 9013 


SAYABOURY MALARIA SUPPRESSION--Since the beginning of this year the medical 
cadres of the malaria suppression office from the Sayaboury District Hospital 
have been relentlessly serving the people, thus effectively decreasing their 
sickness. During this period the cadres provided blood tests for and checked 
for malaria in 1,980 villagers in 13 villages of the cantons of Banyai and Nato. 
Of these villagers, 319 or 29 percent have been found to have malaria. In addi- 
tion to providing medical treatment, the cadres also sprayed DDT in eight 
villages, and a number of 357 households have thus far been sprayed and 2,234 
villagers have received medicine against malaria. At present, the tasks of 
medical treatment and malaria suppression are proceeding extensively and effec- 
tively in Sayaboury Province. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 

ll Jul 81 pAlj 9013 


CSO: 5400/4621 








MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES OUTBREAK SUBSIDIES--The measles epidemic that has affected the city of 
Maputo since October has subsided, according to specialists from the prophylaxy 

and medical examinations center of the city's health department. As a result, 
there has been a substantial reduction in measles cases during the last 2 weeks, 

as well as in measles-related deaths. Meanwhile, the city's health department con- 
tinues to intensify its vaccination campaign. According to these same specialists, 


the response of the population has been satisfactory. [Excerpts] [Maputo NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 12 Nov 81 p 2] 


CSO: 5400/5668 
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NETHERLAND ANTILLES 


REPORT ON INCIDENCE OF DENGUE FEVER 
Willemstad AMIGOFin Dutch 25 Sep 81 p 6 


[Text] Because of the increasing importance of dengue viruses as the causes of 
disease in our society, the National Laboratory is going to include the diagnosis 

of these viruses in its program. That is stated in a report by the National Labor- 
atory and the Department of Public Health about an epidemic caused by a dengue virus. 


At the time of the polio epidemic on Curacao, the suspicion was aroused that there 
was reason to talk of a dengue epidemic at the same time. Therefore, blood samples 
were taken from a number of people who were thought to have the disease. These 
samples were then sent to the Center for Disease Control [CDC] and it was seen from 
the studies carried out there that a dengue epidemic was in fact raging. 


In order to become proficient in the new component program of the National 
Laboratory, technicians from that institute are going to take a course of instr ic- 
tion for a few weeks in the CAREC laboratories in Trinidad. To start with, on) y 
serological studies will be done at the National Laboratory, but later techniq 2s 
will be adopted to isolate the viruses. Only then will it be possible to establish 
a program to prevent dengue-virus infections. 


The report of the epidemic states cautiously that this epidemic is probably caused 
by type 4 dengue virus, which has been present in the Caribbean area recently. 
Attempts are still being made at the CDC laboratories to isolate the virus from 
samples sent from Curacao, and thereby to prove conclusively that it is a type 4 
dengue epidemic. 


There is, however, indirect evidence that there had been type 4 dengue virus in 
Curacao. This type of virus was isolated in Trinidad from the blood of three people 
who had come from Curacao. Two of them had only been on Curacao, while the third 

had been on Dominica, where the presence of type 4 dengue had already been confirmed. 
Type 4 dengue virus has also definitely been shown to have circulated on St Maarten. 
This virus has been isolated in the blood of patients arriving from St Maarten in the 
CDC laboratories. 


it may be assumed that depending on the presence of the yellow fever mosquito--the 
insect which transmits the infection from one person to another--the type 4 dengue 
virus circulates in practically the entire Caribbean area. The dengue epidemic 

which recently prevailed in Cuba and claimed several lives was not cause by type 4 


11 











but by type 1. The infection caused by type 4 dengue is noted fur the mild course 
of the disease. 


In the National Laboratory's report it was pointed out that dengue-virus infections 
occur continuously in the Caribbean area, but that frow cime to time there is the 
question of an epidemic. Usually the disease follows a rather mild course, but in 
some cases the well-known knuckle fever develops. 


The interest in dengue has increased appreciably since it became known tiict ine 
disease can sometimes assume very serious forms. There were also reports of 
complications in dengue infections in 1908 in Curacao. The virus involved then 
was type 2 dengue. That is the ty ype which occurs primarily in Curacao. 


It was established from a seroicgical study carried out in 1973 that 58 percent of 
children in Curacao up to 12 years old had antibodies against dengue virus. fFor 
the adults that figure was found to be 95.7 percent. As was expected, antibodies 
against type 2 dengue virus were the most common. It can be concluded from the 
results of the study that practically the entire population of Curacao above a 
given age has been subject to a dengue infection once or more. 


At the time the situatior in Aruba was much more favorable. There the percentages 
of children and adults with antibodies in their blood against dengue virus were 
much lower, respectively 5.9 percent and 33.7 percent. That was felt to be 
connected in some way with the fact that on Aruba in the past much more effective 
measures were taken against the yellow fever mosquito. 


The figures for the Windward Islands, according to a study carried out in 1975, 
were as follows: on Saba 45 percent of the children up to 15 years old had been 
subject to at least one dengue infection, for St Maarten that figure was 60 per- 
cent. Blood samples for people living on St Eustatius who were 60-69 years old 
showed positive for dengue in 96 percent of the cases, and for people above 70 it 
was a question of 100 percent. 


Thus dengue-virus infections are among the most prominent infectious diseases on 
the Antilles. For that reason the National Laboratory is going to institute 
systematic study of it. 


6940 
CSO: 5400/2017 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


LEPROSY "LESS SERIOUS PROBLEM'--Dr Grace Warren, eminent Leprologist and Associate 
of the Leprosy Centre, London, has said that Pakistan rated the lowest in leprosy 
compared to other developing countries. She was delivering a lecture on the 
"Symptoms and cure of leprosy" at a seminar held in Kulsumbai Valika Social 
Security SITE Hospital on Wednesday. Dr Warren disclosed that there were 12,000 
lepers in Pakistan, most of whom came from the province of Baluchistan. 
"Tuberculosis," she said, was the “main killer" here in Pakistan. The lecture 
was largely attended by dermatologists and others associated with the medical 
profession. Dr Thomas Chung of Adelaide Leprosy Centre, Karachi and Dr Khurshid 
Alvi, Skin Specialist of Kulsumbai Valika Social Security Hospital, also spoke 
on the occasion, said a SESSI Press release. 


CSO: 5400/4522 
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SEYCHELLES 


BRIEFS 


MALARIA PREVENTION--The Department of Health has appealed to travellers, ship and 
airline operators alike to cooperate with Seychellois health officials to ensure 
that the country remains malaria-free. A notice issued by the Department said yes- 
terday the process of disinsecting aircraft and ships calling in Seychelles would 
continue as long as health officials were satisfied that the planes and vessels 
arriving in Seychelles had not undergone proper disinsection on departure. “Sey- 
chelles is free from malaria and the vector that transmits malaria--the Anopheles 
mosquito is not found here. In addition, our country is also free from certain 
other common mosquitoes. To keep theRepublic free of these pests 4ll aircraft 

are required to be disinsected before arrival in Seychelles. This applies also 
to ships,” said the communique. The communique called upon the vigilance of all 
citizens to join hands to prevent the introduction of malaria into the country. 
Airlines seeking further clarification have been asked to contact officials of the 
Medical Entomologist Department in Victoria. [Text] [Victoria NATION in English 

5 Nov 81 p 1) 


CSO: 5400/5671 
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TANZANIA 


NEED FOR COOPERATION WITH HEALTH C’FICIALS IN CHOLERA PREVENTION 
Der es Salaam UHURU in Swahili 9 Nov 81 p 6 
[Editorial: Our Views"] 


[Summary] Cholera has not yet been eliminated from our country. This disease is 
continuing to torment people and endanger the lives of some of the citizens in some 
areas. Recently -eports of this disease have been heard from Shinyanga and Mara 
regions. Last week it was announced that 120 patients were continuing to be treated 
in Shinyanga Region. 


This disease broke out recently in 15 villages of Shinyanga District where 179 per- 
sons were ill, 24 died and 84 received medical treatment. 


From Musoma, reports state that nine persons have died and another four have been 
hospitalized with an illness that is believed to be cholera. 


We have mentioned these areas as an example but this does not mean that they are 
the only areas with cholera. It is known that cholera has also broken out in other 
areas of our country. It is a matter for regret that this disease, which broke out 
in our country 4 years ago, has been unable to be eliminated iimediately and in 
many areas of the country, it has returned. 


There is a reason for conditions like these and it is failure to bear in mind the 
necessary procedures for fighting against and protecting oneself from cholera. The 
main procedure for fighting against and protecting oneself from cholera is to main- 
tain a high quality of cleanliness, cleanliness of food and water, surroundings and 
everything used by citizens 1n their daily life. It is a matter of regret that some 
of the people disregard complying with these procedures. But we must realize that 
failure to comply with procedures is not roguery but ignorance. 


Cholera is a disease which is not to played with. It is a disease which spreads 
quickly and kills very quickly. The population of entire villages can die within 
2 to 3} days if they contact cholera and fail to receive rapid medical treatment. 
Thus, it Is the responsibility of the citizens throughout the country to cooperate 
with bealth experts and the leaders in combating cholera and taking all steps for 


eelf-orotect lon. 


CSO: 4400/5665 


15 








TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA DEATHS--Cholera in the Mpwapwa and Dodoma rural districts has now killed a 
total of 20 people following 4 deaths over the weekend. In Mpwapwa there have 

been 106 cases of cholera since the outbreak of the disease this mouth and 34 people 
are still being treated at a hospital. In Dodoma rural district 9 people have died 
of the disease, 16 are receiving treatment and a total of 55 cases have been reported. 
[LD240350 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1300 GMT 23 Nov 81] 


ANTHRAX OUTBREAK, DEATH--Dodoma Region has requested the Ministry of Animal Hus- 
bandry to provide more medicine to combat anthrax which broke out in Dodoma Rural 
District recently and resulted in the death of one individual and 14 cattle so 
far. The regional animal husbandry officer, Fredrick Minja, said yesterday that 
the Ministry of Animal Husbandry is engaged in transporting this medicine from 
Dar es Salaam. Anthrax broke out in mid-October in the village of Manzase and 
spread to the villages of Haneti and Chipanga, all in Dodoma Rural District. A 
total of 25 people were treated at the dispensary of Manzase village after they 
were discovered to have anthrax and up to now 17 people are continuing with 
treatment and four persons have been given permission to return home. As a re- 
sult of the anthrax outbreak, a cattle quarantine has been established i:. Dodoma 
Rural District and a campaign to inoculate cattle against anthrax has already 
been begun in this district. According to Officer Minja, it is highly possible 


that the campaign will be extended to other districts of the region. . He added 
that until a further announcement, it is forbidden for any livestock to enter 
or be taken from Dodoma Rural District. The quarantine also applies to leather 


and animal fertilizer. [Text] [Dar es Salaam UHURU in Swahili 6 Nov 81 p 4] 


RABIES, DEATHS, INCIDENCE--DAR-ES-SALAAM, 27 October--Six people have died of rabies 
over the past three months after being bitten by dogs in Tanzania's central Singida 
region, according to reports reaching here today. The reports said 534 cases of 
rabies had been treated, and the Livestock Department had been instructed to kill 
all stray dogs. (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 27 Oct 81 p 20] 


CSO: 5400/5660 
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BRIEFS 


LEGIONNAIRES DISEASE HALTED--The first two diagnosed cases of Legionnaires’ Disease 
--a respiratory illness caused by a bacterium discovered only five years ago--have 
been reported in Zimbabwe. The latest issue of the Central African Journal of Med- 
icine describes the history of the first reported case in Zimbabwe--a Gatooma 
labourer admitted to the local hospital with pneumonia on July 1. The article, by 
Dr Alan Wiles of the Godfrey Huggins School of Medicine, says the patient initially 
responded to penicillin, but five days later, just before he was to be discharged, 
his temperature rose and he developed severe diarrhoea. The patient was transfer- 
red to Harare Hospital where numerous tests were run over several days before Le- 
gionnaires’ Disease was diagnosed. Penicillin aad other drugs were discontinued 
and the patient was started on Erythromycin, the usual treatment for the disease. 
"Within 48 hours he was clinically much improved...he responded dramatically to 
Erythromycin...and was feeling very well when he was discharged on July 30,” Dr 
Wiles’ report said. The second case was diagnosed in a Salisbury woman admitted to 
hospital after a heart attack. The woman died at the end of September, but her 
death was due largely to complications unrelated to the disease. Legionnaires’ 
Disease was first described in 1976 when there was a mysterious outbreak of a se- 
vere respiratory illness afflicting members of the American Legion attending their 
annual convention in Philadelphia, the Journal of Medicine reports. [Text] [Salis- 
bury THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 15 Nov 81 p 4) 


cso: 5400/5671 
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BRIEFS 


ANIMAL DISEASES--According to information from the Ministry of Agriculture, there 
was a high incidence of animal diseases last August, with the largest in the prov- 
inces of Huila, Benguela, Malanje and Kuando Kubango. Thus, there was one case 
of African swine fever in the municipality of Benguela and foci of contagious 
ittle peripneumonia were registered in the localities of Lubango (4), Chicomba 
(2), Gambos (2), Quilengues (1), Chibia (2), Caconda (1), Cacimbas (1) and 
Cubal (1) respectively. Huila was the province most affected by hematic carbun- 
le, especially the municipalities of Caconda (2), Chicomba (2), Kaluquembe (1), 
juilengues (1), Humpata (1) and Chibia (1). Also in the province of Huila, 
there were foci of symptomatic carbuncle: Caconda (3), Humpata (1), Chicomba 
(3), Chipindo (2) and Gambos (2). Finally, the Ministry of Agriculture announced 
that there were three cases of bovine tuberculosis in Cabinda and Kuando-Kubango, 
two and one respectively, as well as two cases of streptomycosis in Malanje and 
- municipality of Mucari in the same region. [Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
Portuguese 31 Oct 81 p 9] 


5400/5663 
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CUBA 


AFRICAN SWINE FEVER OUTBREAK ERADICATED 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 16 Oct 81 p 3 


[Text] Pig production is on the road to recovery in all the areas scourged by 
the outbreak of African swine fever that appeared last February in the Province 
of Guantanamo and that subsequently spread to some districts of Santiago de Cuba 
and Holguin. 


The Ministry of Agriculture revealed that, almost 20 months after the existence 
of this epidemic was made known, the illness has been erradicated, for which rea- 
son state pig production has been nurmalized and will be restarted in the private 
sector as soon as the required health conditions are established. 


The effective work of the organizations and institutions involved in the program 
for control and erradication, supported by the policy and grass roots organiza- 
tions, and by the understanding and willingness of the people in general to ap- 
ply the restrictive measures enacted, made possible the rapid control and errad- 
ication of this illness, thus preventing the epidemic from spreading to other 
parts of the country and to the rest of the American continent. 


"The measures for control, disinfection, surveillance, and biological tests that 
were applied and that required the mobilization of thousands of workers and tech- 
nicians, showed positive results," the Ministry of Agriculture states in its 


note. 


It points out, moreover, that, notwithstanding this success of our people, the 
losses were substantial; and more than 150,000 pigs had to be destroyed. It 
idds that the direct expenditures required by the battle against this epidemic 
were greater than 21 million pesos. 


Finally, the note expresses the ministry's recognition of all the groups, in- 
stitutions, and organizations that made possible the elimination of African 
swine fever in our country; and it thanks the people for their understanding of 
the necessary annoyances which they had to undergo at the control points estab- 
lished in the country. 

954 

CSO: 5490/2030 
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BRIEFS 







AFRICAN SWINE FEVER--Beira, 10 Nov--Due to an outbreak of African swine fever in 
the city of Beira, the Sofala provincial directorate of agriculture has forbidden 
the traffic of pork and its derivatives in and out of this city without previous 
juthorization. The disease, which is highly contagious and mostly fatal to af- 
fected animals, has caused the death of hundreds of hogs in a few days. The di- 
rectorate has also ordered that all affected animals be slaughtered, as well as 
ill those in areas of possible contaminatio:'. [Excerpts] [Maputo NOTICIAS in Por- 
tuguese 11 Nov 81 p 3] 










"FAST COAST FEVER’ AFFECTS CATTLE--The mortality rate among cattle herds in the 
District of Angonia in Tete is very high because of a disease commonly known as 











“east coast fever.” It is believed that the main cause of the disease is the ab- 
sence of the regular opraying of animals against ticks, which may not have been car- 
ried out since 1975. [Text] [Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 8 Nov 81 p 2] 


CSO 5400 





SYRIA 


GDR, SYRIAN SCIENTISTS DEVELOP NEW VACCINE 
Fast Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLAND in German 28 Aug 81 p 6 


[Article by Wolfgang Finck: “Successful Cvoperation with GDR Institute--Joint 
Development of Vaccine for Syria”™] 


Text Dr Ma.wan Bagdadi, director of the Animal Pest Control Center of Damascus, 
considers 1981 tae year in which an important scientific problem was solved. After 
everal years’ testing and research conducted by Syrtan and GDR scientists, all is 

in readiness for country-wide use of a vaccine against the dangerous sheep pox 
|ovinia], which was developed at the institute. Mass production of a monthly tota! 
of 500,000 doses is being started. This will be sufficient for periodic vaccination 
of Syria‘s entire sheep population starting at the end of this year. 


More than 15,000 prior tests have confirmed that the new product is superior to the 
hitherto used Borell vaccine. While using the latter produced the desired prophy- 
lactic effect, it also resulted in injecting the pathugenic pox virus. This 
prohibited the treatment of pregnant ewes, increased the danger of contagion and 
produced an especially high mortality of lambs. Many sheepherders therefore 
refused vaccination of their animals, resulting in immunization of only about 50-60 


percent. 


In the new tissue-culture-based vaccine the pathogenic factor was eliminated and 
simultaneously the immunizing components were increased. This promises to result 
not only in the opportuaity for unrestricted use, but also in limiting the spread of 
the epidemic by virus carriers. By ministerial directive, only the new product has 
seen used since the end of 1980. As a result, almost a million immunizations have 
been performed during the first 3 months of this year. 


Dr Bardadi gives credit for a significant portion of this success to the scientific 


and technical cooperation between Syria and the GDR. Veterinarian Rolf Koitzsch of 
the Institute for Animal Epidemiological Research, located on the Baltic island of 
Riems, bas been his closest collaborator since 1977. The vacch.e was discovered 
under bis guidance; it is the most appropriate prepartion for specific Syrian 
requirements 

economic significance of this development is incalculable--in Syria 8 million 
sheep (the highest percentage per inhabitant in the Arab area) produce almost 50 
percent { the milk production. They are also the most important source of meat 
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for the country. Their improved health maintenance should contribute significantly 
to an increase in milk and meat production. 


Sixty motorized vaccination teams are being used to immunize the herds of nomadic 
Bedouins who cross all political borders in their treks through the steppes and 
deserts of the Arab Near East. This should serve to prevent the introduction of 
sheep pox from neighboring countries. 


9273 
CSO: 5400/4703 
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BANGLADESH 


DAMAGING AMAN CROPS IN KISHOREGANJ 


PEST: 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 14 Oct 81 p 2 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


PADDY PEST IN RAIPUR--Raipur, October 10--Pests have damaged kharif ; addy over 
200,000 hectares in the Raipur division which has 1.4 million hectares under paddy. 
The Madhya Pradesh agriculture minister, Mr. B. R. Yadav, told newsmen here yester- 
day that four aircrafts were now busy spraying pesticides in Bilaspur district 
where the pest menace was more serious than elsewhere. He added that over three 
million hectares in the Chhatisgarh region was under paddy and the government would 
make every effort to contain the pest menace. [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Eng- 
lish 11 Oct 81 p 7] 


*TUNGRO' VIRUS FOUGHT--Mr Kamal Guha, Minister for Agriculture, said at Writers 
Building on Friday that a special cell had been set up in his department to fight 
the “tungro virus” now affecting about 10% of the aman crop in some areas in Mid- 
napore, Bankura and Hooghly. Steps would be taken to see that the beds of seed- 
lings were duly protected. According to his department's estimate, the expected 
production of this year's aman crop was about 6.4 million tons of rice. Because 
of the virus menace, he said about 600,000 tons of rice might be damaged. The 
total expected production of cereals, including rice, for this year was about 9.8 
million tons. Mr Swapan Banerjee, president, Bankura Zila Parishad, said that 
apart from drought, the district's aman cultivation was badly affected by “tungro 
virus". His estimate was that about 40% of the crop would be affected this season. 
[Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 17 Oct 81 p 3] 


BROWN PLANT HOPPERS-Kakinada, October 18 (AP)--The brown plant hopper pest has af- 
fected, to a large extent, the standing kharif crop in East Godavari district of 
Andhra Pradesh. But for the heavy rains in the last week of September, the threat 
would have been severe, officials feel. Against the normal kharif planting of 
2.53 lakh hectares, planting has been completed in 2.5 lakh hectares, of which 
50,000 hectares has been attacked by the pest. It is stated to be above the eco- 
nomic threshold level over 15,000 hectares and below it in over 35,000 hectares. 
Pest control squads have been constituted in the affected areas and the measures 
taken on a war-footing. [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Oct 81 p 15) 
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MIDNAPORE CROPS DISEASED--Midnapore, Oct 22--The district authorites are consi- 
dering steps to ensure peaceful harvesting this year. The district magistrate 
met the police and representatives of political parties here on Monday. However, 
damage to the aman paddy crops owing to fungro and poblu viruses and swarming 
caterpillars is becoming so widespread that farmers say they need not carry 
their sickles to reap the paddy. According to official estimates, the viruses 
have destroyed more than 50% of high-yielding and 30% of the normal varieties 

in many areas. The farmers of Binpur and Goaltore broke down while describing 
the situation. Efforts to check the virus by spraying insecticides and usi 
fertilizers, as advised by the Agriculture Department, had apparently no effect, 
the sources said. Meanwhile, about 30,000 recorded bargadars and patta-holders 
of khas land of the districts would be given bank loans for rabi cultivation 
this year. The amount of loan for potato cultivators would be Rs 2,000, and 

Rs 1,000 each for wheat and vegetable cultivators. About 65,000 recorded 
bargadars and patta-holders of the district were also being given Rs 2./ crores 
as loan subsidy and margin money from the banks during the kharif season, accord- 
ing to the additional district magistrate. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in 
English 23 Oct 81 p 3] 


CSO: 5400/7011 
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NEW ZEALAND 


BRIEFS 


GRANT TO FIGHT POTATO DISEASE--A potato disease discovered at Pukekohe nine 
years ago resulted yesterday in the Government announcing approval of an ex- 
tra payment of more than half a million dollars to help growers. The cabinet 
had decided to grant an extra $125,000 a year over the next four years to 
assist growers control the potato cyst nematode, the Under-secretary for Agri- 
culture, Mr Rob Talbot, said. This year's grant will include an extra $60,000 
to assist costs of surveys and fumigation. Growers will be eligible for a re- 
bate of $134 a hectare while following policies recommended by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. One quarter of a grower's scheduled land will 
qualify for the subsidy each year. An estimated $1.5 million has been pro- 
vided for research, regulatory and advisory efforts since the nematode was 
discovered, Mr Talbot said. Infestations have been reduced to low levels. 

The disease is contracted in the soil and reduces potato yields. [Text] 
[Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 7 Oct 81 p 13] 


CSO: 5400/9068 END 
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